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Te THE —-- - 
PARLIAMENT-TACKS 
Inquird into. 


HE ſaid "ET will receive an eaſy and full 
Anſwer, if the Tacking-Afair be fairly ſtated 
and — in a Noon- day light. 
: But (ſome will object) what are you that 
brings this Meridian-light 2 Where's your Autboriy, | 
your Commiſſion,” your Call? 

A pair of Lawn-ſleeves has ſametimes vouched an im- 

pertinent Speech in Parliament; but where's your War- 

rant, ſingle or double J bucher, for this attempt, or, 

Speech without Doors. 

This Objection is fo very filly, it is not worth a ſe- 
rious Anſwer. 

As Seat in the Houſe of Lords or a may, per- 
haps, make ſome Mens Heads look big and greater, but 

not wiſer than before; at leaſt, no more than a King's 

Sword, when it dubs the Knight's Head on the outſide, 
its no more Brains within Skull, than it had be- 

one.” 

However, eve Poremoſt-man i in a Ship, nay, every 

Paſſenger, who natures his Life and his p nay, i 
fame Baton, a my, and 1 if he chance to UE 


— —— 8 
: ” — 


—— — — 


Pains. 


Rock o head, yell out, and call to the more skilful Pi- 
lots and Stears-men, to look out ſharp, and bring the 
Helm o Lee, and the Ship o Stays, rather than by ſullen 


Silence Oo more Manners or Deference than becomes 
him) ſuffer a Wreck, f he gets no Thanks for his 


Tis an ungrateful Trick tho, to requite the Intelli- 


| gence no better, though it comes from a private Centinel 3 


or, a Country Peaſant, who, eſpy ing an Ambuſh, alarms 
the Camp, and makes them ſtand upon their Guard, and 
prevent Jurprize. 1j:; i: {757 5 
But I have ſtood too long upon the Threſbold. To en- 


ter then upon the firſt Query, 
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I. Whether a Parliament- Tack has been 'Uſeful. 
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This Queſtion is out of queſtion, and undoubtedly 
true in the Affirmative ; and he is a Stranger to Hiſtory 
and the Parliament-Rolls that dares deny it. 
But I defy all'thePeepers into the Rolls of Parliament, 
to produce any one Precedent or Inſtance, of Bills Tack d, 
except when àn undoubted Grievance, (preſſing and over- 
preſſing the People more than they were able to bear, 
without Groans, 'Murmurs, and Complaints) which be- 
ing made to the Throne in vain, and without Redreſs, 
then, and only then, the Peoples faithful Repreſentatives, 
(the reverfe of tredcherous Judas s in the Penſioners» 

arliament, that ſold their Country, as Judas ſold his 

Maſter, for the Pence; but) true and worthily adored 

Patriots were forced, by Tacting-Billu, to put a modeſt 
conſtraint, ot dilemma; upon the Throne — in King 
Charles the Seconds Reign) either to conſent to be 2 
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_ $ood Sheptrerd to his People, or ſtarve his Miſs, which 


were eſteemed as numerous in Whitehall, as the Stews 
in Rome, or, Venice, or, the Long-Cellar in Amſterdam. 

This Tacking of Money-Bills has been the honeſt and 
modeſt Methods of Parliamentary Proceedings in Arbi- 
trary-Reigns: It is a force- put, | 

deftly conſtraining him to be good and juſt, and better 
to. them, than his Inclination could readily admit. 
Tiis like a Blockade, obliging him at a diſtance, 
(when a cloſe Siege might prove dangerous on all hands) 
to yield to honeſt Terms, or ſtarve his Minions. 


\ Kings Ears are many times ſo barricado'd and ſtopt up, 


1 


by ſycophant Inſinuations of Arbitrary- Government, 
(ſo Ci to humane Frailty, and unbridled Sway) 


that Patriots have no other way left, to make ſuch Kings 


do their Duty, in being good Shepherds, in obedience 
to the Laws of God and Man, (according to their ſo- 


lemn Oath and Covenant at Coronation) but thus mo- 


deftly, by tacking Money-Bills, plunge him in the un- 

| Me ST Ms race . © Justice and right 

Reaſon, or ſtarve his Projects. ES g 

In the late King William's Reign the Kingdom was 
fick, of the King's F 

in doating too much upon (and keeping up) an Army 

of Foreigners in time of Peace; and therefore the Parli- 


gent (by a. Tack, juſt as they did in the Reign of | 


Charles the Second, when an Army at Black-heath, lay 
hovering, like a Zack Cloud over the City and Kingdom, 


- 


8 Storm z) in both theſe Emergencies the 


arliaments wer 


them and disband them. 


© » 


Money to bre 


grant, and an Impoſi- 
tion upon the Will and Mind of their Sovereign, mo- 


vil, as ſome Parliaments did ſuppoſe, 


lad to give Money to raiſe them, and 


grant, 
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of undoubted Grievances. | | 
Io make Compariſons of Her Majeſty's modeſt, mo- 


Strength and Defender, under God, is Her Majeſty. 
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| Tyrant, That King Charles the Second made a Speech 
againſt Tacking Money-Bills to Bill. for Redreſs of Grie- 


vances ; and I dare fay he ſpoke it fervently, ſincerely, 


and with all his Heart ; as did alſo (his Eccho) the 


Chancellor, in the ſecond part to the ſame Tune... 
For it ſpoil'd all their Meaſures and Contrivances: 


no matter, tho, but this Tacking was never wſed in 


Euglend, but when Grizvances would not be redreſſed, 
till we long ſuffered by them, and very much; and then 


paid much more to buy a Remedy. _ 


Tacking is like a Sheet-Anchor, Pigeons to the Sole 4 15 
the Feet, or, the Popiſb Extream Untllon, never made uſe 


of but in extremity, and the laſt Effort. 
Which brings me to the ſecond Queſtion. 


5 IL Whether the late deſigned = 1 or. 
2” | b 


1 of 134 Members, wer einher C Neceſſary. 
Val it could not be; for it is (as was ſaid before) 
without Precedent, except in Arbitrary Reigns, or in caſe 


* 


derate, and equal Government to all Her Subjects, with 
the Grievances under her Predeceſſors (under which 


Preſſures both Kings and People groaned, and too late re- 


ented,) the Compariſon is not only odious, but the 
| rs of ſuch bal and falſe Reports, are guilty of the 


greateſt Scandalum Magnatum, if not bordering upon 
Hi 


h-Treaſon, in .compaſſing Her Majeſty's Hurt, by 


endeavourin thus to eſtrange Her Subjects Hearts from 


Her, (which is Her chiefeſt Strength and Defence, un- 
der God,) and Her Heart from Her People, whoſe chiefeſt 


May 
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May not Her Majeſty. aſſail Herſelf to Her People, i in 
the very words of God's old Vicegerent, honeſt Sammel, 
1 Sam. 12.3. Behold, Here I am, witneſs againſt me, be. 
fore the . whoſe Ox have I taken? _ whoſe Afs 
e T taken ? or, whom have 1 defrauded £ whom have 
 T oppreſſed ? or, of whoſe hand have I received any Bribe, 
vo mnt mine Eyes therewith, and I will reſtore it you 9 
Whilſt we muſt anſwer, in the words of the People 
of Iſrael, 1 Sam. 12. 4. Thou haft not defrauded us, nor 
oppreſſed us. Nowithizading, ſome Sons of Belial in a 
Thee tado- Memorial (of late) have bullied and 
chreatned Her Majeſty and Her Miniſtry. Is not the 
2 of the Ia on-jurors,.and Papiſts (for of late 
| hung all on one Srring) with you, and the Jeſuits, 
Hell and the French. Projects in all this? 
= mighty Princeſs! unhappy in nothing but in thoſe 
 Memorial-Men:(as they call themſelves) of the Church 
of Engiand,” to whom, of all others, Her Majeſty, (as 
well as Her Predeceflors, ex reſs d a more peculiar. ten- 
derneſs and diſtinguiſhing relved. he” 
But infrible ol wes and greedy 11 never think 2 
_ etioughrof Her Majefty's Favours, except they'engroſs.a//; 
II or none; fo e if chere Pe 28 Womds ds in Her 
Majeſty's hands of Government, or, Her Predeceſſors, it 
may wall be ſaid, They are hoſe received in the houſe # 
_ Aber: ys their pretended "Cabal but moſt un- 
te I 
bei keeneſt Adivcate for paſling an Ad againſt Occa- = 
ſonal Cunformity, had never yet the effrontery to pretend, 
that Occgſional Conformity was a National Grievance. 
At worſt, it was a' Moot-caſe, wherein Men equally 
Learned and Wiſe differ d eſt Joc as often in fucfi like 
_ ee ee 1 Von che fame Beuch, | 


_ 
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And — in this Moot-caſe; if there were any 0 dd or 
majority in either Houſe, they carried it againſt the Tack, 
as inconvenient at any time, but moſt dangerouſly unſca- 
fonable at this time, and in the e neee 
and Emergendies- 
When Her Maj ays Dnae has 4 poherful and | 
ee Enemy; as watchful as wealthy and wrath- 
ful ; never ſtarving his Cauſe (as cloſe- fiſted Clients do) 
for want of Bribes; nor ever bilk d or baulk d a Trea- 
chery , where-ever he could find is. Fudas: © 
| ur Navy is call d (and properly enough,) the Fence 
:1 our: Plantations,” and the Vals of our Ifland, too 
ſtrong to be batter d, but too eaſily blown up and un- 
dermin d. 
The French have worſted us more with their 22 
| than Piſtols,” Swords, or great Guns. 
WMWhen the Commonwealth of Rome was in its higheſt 
Zenith and Glory for Arts and Arms, even the Senate was 
Never more numerous, nor more corrupt; infomuch, (as 
their own Hiſtorians relate) that Rome might have been 
fold, * if a buyer could have found. 
In our State lythe-cope, b can tell what neighbouring 
Chapmen uſed. to bid moſt, of if a an in our er wer & 
Navies could be found. 
I have not a thought in my Heart, that ithe T9; 
Tackers:were French: Penſioners, but that, at leaſt, t 
moſt of them, that were zealous for the Tack, like ma- 
ny of Abſalom f Followers, did it in their Simplicity'; s — 
thoſe of them that have (fi nce) herded with the Pp; 
and Nonjurors (if Birds of à Feather flock toge +) ; 
gives too much room for Jealouſy and Suſpicion ; ſoma 
"therefore have been apt to think,' that the, late de 1 5 
Tack to the Money- Bill, was rather A Plot) thoug 
that were zealous for it t did not apprehend/1 the e 
| | "8 an 


V 
avuillian- Contrivance: Divide & Impera, Divide them, ſays 
the French-man, and you certainly conquer them. 5 
Divifion, fatal Diviſion (it might well have been fear- 
ed) would have been the Conſequence, if the Bill againſt 
Occaſional Conformity had paſt; in an unhappy . 
when all Hands, Purſes, and Hearts united, are all little 
enough to defend us and our Religion, againſt the Papiſte, 
Non- jurors, and St. Germains. „„ 
But if the Royal-Aid or Money-Bill had been therebß 
dropt, I ſhould tremble (if any thing in this filly Earth 
could make me tremble) to think of the fatal Conſs- 
8 for our Armies and Navies muſt have been 
ſtarv d, or come Pilfering home, to avoid Famine. 
Hell, France, Rome, and the Devil, the Non jurors aud 
Feſiite have been in conjunction, to carry on the Tacking- 


Peroject, in a Plot more fatal (if not by miracle prevented) 


and more Tragical than that of the Fifth of November, 
and the Pariſan and Triſþ Maſſacre. „ 

If lever a Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity be again 
promoted, it ſeems defective, except a Clauſe be added 
againſt the Occaſional Conformity of Atheiſts, Deiſts, and 
Debauchees, who are rather the Lean-To's (on the outſide) 
of the Church, than Pillars (within it) to ſupport it x 
no, if they come into the Church, and to the Holy Sa- 
craments, it is only thereby to ſupport themſelves ; for 
they get Money by it: Satan could fay, Does Fob ſerve 
EO” LED Pen: | 

— Thus have I given Advice unask'd, and without a Fee; 
however, I am aſſur' d, that hereby I have not entrench d 
upon the Privilege of either Houſe, hitherto declared; 
and where there u no Law, there is no Tranſgreſſion. 
lf an Anchor in the Thames lies dangerouſly couchant 
under Water, and no warning thereof given by a Buoy ; 
if a Veſſel ſplit upon it, the —_ of the Anchor 1s - 

Ta es FE e 
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1180 
able (and juſtly too). to make good the damage. It is 
eaſily apply d to the Breach of Privileges of Parliament, 
which is unavoidable, except thoſe Privileges be declared, 
and publickly-made known. And not kept like the M- 
ſteria Sacra at, Athens and Egypt, or the Holy of Holes 
amongſt the Fews, into which none were permitted to 
enter but the High-Prieſte. 1 
None deſerve greater Honour and Reſpect than worth 
Patriots, that are true to their Truſt, and to the Coun- 
try that advanc'd them to that Honourable Poſt; not to 
Tyrannize, Swagger, and Oppreſs, with pretences of 
Breach of Privilege of that moſt Honourable Court, but 
like a good Shepherd, kind to all, eſpecially to their 
| 8 that made them great, and look ſo big, and 
We vulgarly ſay, That Kings can do no wrong, becauſe 
ne are ſuppoſed always to ſpeak, in the voice of the Law, 
: 1 never to Act, but by Lau, which makes them to be 
Bat I never read that Parliaments have a. Prerogative 
—Tr % y ont dh fon 
For then, inſtead of one fnleſs King, we ſhould have 
_ finleſs and infallible Parliaments, and 500 or 600 of ſinleſs 
Men. {Eo $67 ET 
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one of his Martyrs, for burning his Apoltate right-hand 


#2 "ct LES 7. 8 12 FF 111 An r eee N 4? | 
Bot fone think, Thit his -Jpoſtate Head aid Hears. 
ſhould have had the preeminence,in Suffering, as well as. 


in. 
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Sin. The truth is, he ſuffered and was condemned for. 
High-Treaſon, not for Hereſy; for he had renounc'd the 
Proteſtant Religion, never dreaming of his ſetting up 
Queen Fane, and dy ing Her Martyr. 7 

In ſhort, The bleſſed Sacrament, which the bleiſed 
Zeſus Inſtituted for our Comfort and Union, has been ſo 
prevaricated, that it has been, and ſtill is abuſed both by 
Papiſts and Proteſtants, to be the great Plague of Chri- 
ſtendom. Is it not become the Abomination of deſolation, 
ſpoken of by Daniel the Prophet, and ſet in the Holy- 
place to be a Stare-Tefrt? | 


U 


I The Papiſts make their breaden God, to be All- Gd and 
and All-Man, made of Fleſh, and Blood, and Bones; and 
they that do not ſo take it, they burn their Fleſh, and 
Blood, and Bones to Aſhes, or cut their Throats. Pretty 
High- Church! 8 „ 
he Proteſtants make the Sacrament neither Fleſh nor 
Blood, but All- Bone. Pretty High-Church ! A Bone of 
Contention to fight or conteſt with, and deprive Men of 
their Birthrights and native Liberties, as Engliſh-men, by 
State-Teſts, and Shaftsbury-Teſts. _ 


* 


Sbaſtebury, that never was fam d for any Religion, or 

for no more Religion than became a cunning Stateſman ; 
who never befool themſelves ſo much, as when they are 
ſo prophane, as to abaſe and abuſe God's Laws and Holy 
Sacraments, by making them Sztate-Tools or State-Tefts ;, 
with which Shoftsbury aim d only to hurt and hit the Pa- 
_ pifts, but the Artillery Alert has hilly se Diſ- 
ſenters from Church-Ceremonies (which never were made 
by Cbriſt) and whoſe diſſenting Principles that Karl ſeem d. 


C7 ̃ . v ˙ ona 

Thus the two great Ceremony-monger-Archbiſhops, 

 Cranmet and Laud, miſt their Aims; the former cry d up: 
the Maſs that burnt him to Death; and the latter cry d 
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nons as far as Scotland, which burnt 
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1 5 is Fingers... © 33 ' 
And what a pother is and has been made about Occa- 
ſional Conformity to the ſaid Bone, by ſome Fiſe-acres, 
who are not fam'd for any great Religion at all; feldom 
frequenting Church or Sacraments, except Occaſionally, 
when they have ſome Preferment in their Eye and Aim. 
Tord have mercy upon tis, and. incline our Hearts to keep 
hs Laws and Sacraments, to unite us ro himſelf in Grace 
and Glory, and to al Mankind here upon Earth; ind not 
by State-Teſts to knock one another with this Bone, juſt- 
ling Men out of their Birthrights, becauſe they cannot 
or will not eat unworthily, and be damn d; they II ſtarve 
m die fl. 27277 ͥ ĩðvdd f 8 
My humble Motion therefore, (to future Parliaments) 
is, That they be not too hot and buſy in throwing the 
ſaid Bone of Contention among# us, to ſcramble for places 
JJC ee 
And alſo to take warning of King Edward's Parliament, 


* 


= 


„aud beware of Being fo far muzled by wnrbinking Pricſts, 
it as they were, in re their Church-Superſtitions and 
Nonſence, moſt blaſphemouſly upon the Holy-Ghoft, 
we Nor be too eager and haſty in making Laws of Con- 
Pormity and Uniformity, without Warrant from Holy-Writ, 
=, _ Mercy, Goodneſs, and right Reaſon, until they fetch the 
Pope Infallible Chair, and ſet it up (for their Speater . 
- . Chair) at Weſtminſter. For it is notoriouſly obſervable, 
that Engliſh Parliaments never did pragmatically handle 
Religion, but it (like Snow-balls) melted in their hot- - 
ET hands, and benum'd- their Fingers: Making (thereby) 
EE _ themſelves either obnoxiovs, or ridiculous, or both 
, to beal the Tacker: of the ſoft plage in their, 
ſiome Sores will more readily heal F rhemſelves, than if 
you claw off the Scabs. + 
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